greeted with skepticism as researchers felt that a biopsy and tissue examination was the only way to detect the disease. In 1939, he collaborated on a clinical study with Herbert F. Traut, MD, a gynecologic pathologist at Cornell, to validate the diagnostic potential of the vaginal smear and published their landmark paper in 1943 titled ''Diagnosis of uterine cancer by the vaginal smear. ' 
His Life's Turning Point
In 1913, Papanicolaou emigrated to the USA and, after a year's work as a rug salesman, violin player in a restaurant and a clerk in a Greek newspaper, he obtained entry into the New York University's Pathology department and Cornell University medical college's anatomy department [1] [2] [3] .
In 1916, while studying sex chromosomes in guinea pigs, he observed that their reproductive cycles could be timed by examining smears of their vaginal secretions. In 1920, he ventured to study the cytology of the human reproductive system and in 1928, Papanicolaou reported that uterine cancer could be diagnosed by means of a vaginal smear [4] . The importance of his work was not recognized. In 1941, he published a paper on the diagnostic value of vaginal smears in carcinomas of the uterus and followed it up by publishing a book, 2 years later, in collaboration with a gynecological pathologist Dr. Herbert Traut (1894-1963), titled ''Diagnosis of Uterine Cancer by the Vaginal Smear'' [5, 6] . This landmark publication had a global impact and the Pap smear, or Pap test, became the gold standard in screening for cervical cancers. Widespread use of the test resulted in a significant 70% decline in the incidence of deaths due to cervical cancer (Fig. 1) .
His Pioneering Efforts
In 1951, Papanicolaou became an Emeritus Professor at the Cornell University Medical College. In 1954, he published another memorable work, the Atlas of Exfoliative Cytology. This laid the foundation of the modern medical specialty of cytopathology. In 1961, he relocated to develop and head the Cancer Institute of Miami (Fig. 2) .
He died within three months of his arrival in Miami, suffering a fatal myocardial infarction on February 19, 1962. He was 78 years old. His image was featured on the Greek 10,000 drachma currency note prior to its replacement by the euro and on various Greek stamps (Fig. 3) . In 1978, the US Postal Service honored him with a commemorative 13-cent postage stamp (Fig. 4) .
His Good Work Recognized

